Small Group Activity 

Read the following hypothesis statements and identify the four major elements

When 18-year-old Akemi is at work on her own, she will look around the room, and will start singing a popular pop song really loudly until someone notices her and says something. Akemi’s job is at the library and loud noises are not encouraged. Akemi sings loudly in order to begin a conversation with others and she is more likely to sing at work at the beginning of the week.
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Dana is a young woman with a severe intellectual and developmental disability. When Dana is told that it is time to work on a task that she dislikes, she will rush at the person making the request and make threatening gestures. Dana's behaviors are more frequent and intense when she has slept poorly the night before and right before menstruation. Dana is left alone when she engages in these behaviors.
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Jamal is a 20-year old living with two other men. When Jamal goes out on the weekend, he often visits a popular restaurant with other people his age. Jamal will lean over sideways in his chair so that his head is touching the floor and will blurt out weird words and phrases. This often makes other people laugh and point at Jamal. Jamal's behavior tends to be worse on Fridays and right before major holidays. The teacher believes that Jamal's problem behavior is maintained by peer attention.
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Alexa is a young child who attends a preschool with 16 other children. When can see another child playing with her favorite toy she begins to cry, bite her hand, and bang her head against the floor. Alexa’s teacher takes the toy from the other child and gives it to Alexa when Alexa begins hitting her head on the floor. Alexa stops crying once she has her favorite toy.
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